
 

 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 

Petition Number: PE1262

Main Petitioner: Luca Scarabello 

Subject: Faith Schools 
Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ban all faith based 
schools from teaching only in relation to that particular faith and make all 
schools teach non-denominational subjects. 
 

Background 
In general, there is no statutory curriculum in Scotland although national 
guidance sets out a recommended framework. Delivery of the curriculum is 
the responsibility of education authorities and individual schools, taking into 
account national guidance.  
 
However, under the Education (Scotland) Act 1980, education authorities 
have a statutory duty to provide religious observance and religious education 
in Scottish schools. Parents also have the right under the Act to withdraw their 
child from religious instruction and religious observance in any public or grant 
aided school. 
 
In September 2008, there were 389 denominational schools in Scotland out of 
a total 2,722 public schools in Scotland. Of these, 385 were Roman Catholic 
schools. Out of the total 681,573 pupils at public schools in Scotland, 118,608 
pupils attended denominational schools1.  

Curriculum for Excellence 
The Curriculum for Excellence aims to focus classroom practice upon the 
pupil (from 3-18) and around the four capacities of education which provide 
opportunities for children and young people to develop as:  

• successful learners  
• confident individuals  
• responsible citizens, and 
• effective contributors 
 
Every child and young person in Scotland is entitled to experience a broad 
general education from the early years to the end of S3. This is represented 

                                            
1 See Table 1.15 in ‘Pupils in Scotland, 2008’ (Scottish Government 2009) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1262.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/04/01090908/0


 

by learning across the experiences and outcomes that pupils will have 
achieved. These are: 
 
• Expressive arts 
• Health and wellbeing 
• Languages 
• Maths 
• Religious and moral education (there are different experiences and 

outcomes for non-demo national and Roman Catholic schools) 
• Sciences 
• Social Studies 
• Technologies 
 
The Curriculum for Excellence has been developed in stages over the course 
of the last five years and will be fully rolled out in 2009/10.  
 
Learning and Teaching Scotland (LTS), funded by the Scottish 
Government, is the main organisation for the development of the Scottish 
curriculum. It provides advice, support, resources and staff development to 
the education community. LTS has produced two separate pieces of guidance 
relating to the principles and practice of religious education in support of the 
experiences and outcomes that pupils will achieve.  
 
Roman Catholic schools 
The guidance for religious education in Roman Catholic schools indicates that 
the Catholic Education Commission has responsibility for the faith content of 
the curriculum. Catholicism is central to the religious education in Catholic 
schools and ‘takes place in the context of the wider Catholic faith community, 
in partnership with home and parish’. While teachers will focus on the Catholic 
faith, they will ‘also teach respect for persons of different religious convictions’. 
This includes learning about other Christian traditions, world religions and 
‘where appropriate they will learn similarly about stances for living which are 
independent of religious belief’.  
The guidance refers to further advice from the Catholic Education 
Commission which ‘demonstrates how – across the life of the school – 
schools can teach the values of justice, wisdom, compassion and integrity, 
thus enabling young people to develop as successful learners, confident 
individuals, responsible citizens and effective contributors.’ 
Non-denominational schools 
The guidance for non-denominational schools relates to religious and moral 
education. The guidance acknowledges the role of Christianity in Scotland as 
well as other religions and beliefs represented in the population, and indeed 
viewpoints independent of religious belief. Religious and moral education is 
seen as an essential part of every pupil’s educational experience and can 
contribute to values such as justice, wisdom, compassion and integrity which 
are ‘enacted through all aspects of the life of the school as a community’. 
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http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence/rme/rerc/index.asp
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence/rme/nondenominational/index.asp


 

Such experiences are seen as contributing to the four capacities of successful 
learners, confident individuals, responsible citizens and effective contributors.  
 
 
Nicki Georghiou 
Senior Research Specialist 
30 July 2009 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk

 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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